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should study Professor Smith's volume, which is highly suited to the needs both of 
the geographer and the general reader. The author has given us ocean commerce 
as an organic whole, with clear outlines of its various parts and their articula- 
tions. The student of geography will find the largest interest in the twelve 
chapters of Part I, on the Service of the Ocean Carrier, while the economist will 
perhaps lay stress on Part II, which deals with rates. 

The "Organization of Ocean Carrying" occupies the second chapter, which 
gives a threefold classification of line, merchant and charter carriers. Due 
emphasis is placed on the last, or "tramp" ships, which, "silent and unseen and 
unknown of men, are really the backbone of our shipping business." It is their 
place to carry the bulk cargo of raw material, bearing low charges and making 
slow time. The author describes their method of securing cargoes and of plan- 
ning an advantageous series of voyages. It is shown that the coal consumed by 
the Kaiser Wilhelm II would carry a certain British tramp with 5,000 tons of 
freight for thirty days and take her from New York to Liverpool and back to 
New Orleans. Typical voyages are outlined, of which a triangular course on 
the North Atlantic may serve as a sample. The ship goes from Brazil to the 
United States laden with coffee, thence with American freight to Liverpool, 
returning with European manufactured goods to South America. It is easy to 
see that a series of voyages in the reverse direction would be a less profitable 
venture. A tramp would rather go to New York than to London, because of the 
better chance of securing a cargo for return. In this connection appears the ocean 
freighting of coal as a "by-product" of the charter or tramp traffic, and we at 
once see the conditions that make the United Kingdom so large an exporter of 
coal. 

"Leading Routes of Ocean Commerce" may be singled out for brief reference.. 
This chapter should be read by every teacher of elementary .geography. Borrow- 
ing the phraseology of the railroads, we have the "North Atlantic Trunk Route," 
with its termini in New York Bay and the English Channel and employing one- 
sixth of all ocean shipping. Then comes the "Mediterranean-Asiatic Trunk 
Route" by Gibraltar and Suez, around Asia to Japan, with termini in New York 
Bay and the Channel, with numerous feeding branches, and viewed as extended 
at the present time to San Francisco and Puget Sound. Other routes are described, 
in such wise as to bring out the essential courses of world traffic. This result is 
emphasized also by chapters on the railroad steamship lines of the Atlantic 
and the Pacific. Space forbids mention of other discussions of equal worth, such 
as the history of line traffic and the renaissance of the merchant carrier. There 
are included five maps and many illustrations of ships of various types and 
epochs. A. P. B. 

Brief Mention. 

Der Stadtplan. Seine Entwicklung und Geographische Bedeutung. Von Prof. 
Dr. Eugen Oberhummer. 39 pp., and 21 Illustrations. Dietrich Reimer (Ernst 
Vohsen), Berlin, 1907. Price, M. 1.20. One of Dr. Oberhummer's specialties is 
the development and geographic significance of cities. His writings on this topic 
have much material for the anthropogeographer. This work is illustrated by 
early plans of cities. The author discusses them with reference to the topography, 
water resources, communications, and other geographical and geological con- 
siderations that have influenced the evolution of the ground plan of cities and 
their later development. 
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La Terre et la Lune. Forme Exterieure et Structure Interne. Par P. Puiseaux. 
176 pp., Illustrations, 2 Maps, and Index. Gauthier-Villars, Paris, 1908. One 
of the "Etudes nouvelles sur I'Astronomie" which the firm of Gauthier-Villars is 
publishing. The author, who is the astronomer in charge at the Observatory of 
Paris, compares the earth and its satellite in relation to their exterior form and 
internal structure, discussing first the earth and then the moon and presenting 
the lunar evidence bearing upon the problem of the evolution of the planets. 
Among the illustrations are 24 full-page photographic reproductions of parts of 
the moon's surface. 

Le Pays Mossi. Par Lucien Marc, viii and 187 pp., Illustrations, Map, Biblio- 
graphy, and Index. Emile Larose, Paris, 1909. Price, 6 fr. The Mossi country, 
a part of French West Africa, south of the northern bend of the Niger, has, until 
recently, been little known, and only in fragmentary reports. Lieut. Marc, who 
has spent nearly five years at Uagadugu, the chief French post in Mossi, has com- 
bined with his own observations the information other visitors have collected and 
gives in this beautifully illustrated volume the first complete account of Mossi. 
The country has a very large and laborious population, and the author believes 
that in agriculture, industries and commerce it will have an important future. 

Cirene e Cartagine. By Giacomo de Martino. xvi and 193 pp., Map, Illus- 
trations, Appendix, and Index. Nicola Zanichelli, Bologna, 1908. Over half of 
the work is devoted to Tripoli with its ruins, telling of happier and more prosper- 
ous times, and its present antagonistic attitude towards modern progress. The 
second part is given to Tunis with a chapter on Carthage, and the ruins of the 
Roman city built after the fall of the Carthaginian power; also a survey of the 
work that Italian immigrants are doing in that reviving land. The illustrations 
are admirable and the text vividly depicts the present aspects of these regions and 
the opportunities that are opening for Italian enterprise. 

The Province of New Jersey. 1664-1738. By Edwin P. Tanner, xvi and 
712 pp., and Index. Columbia University, Longmans, Green & Co., Agents, New 
York, 1908. Price, $4.00. A valuable study of the political institutions of New 
Jersey during the period of her executive union with New York. In addition to 
its historical importance the work is very interesting for the light it throws on the 
several stages of political development in one of England's early colonies in 
America. 

Missouri. By J. U. Barnard. (Supplementary Volume, Tarr and McMurry 
Geographies.) x and 60 pp., Maps, Illustrations, and Appendix. The Mac- 
millan Company, New York, 1908. A compact, illustrated account of the histori- 
cal and economic development of Missouri, its physiographic features, public insti- 
tutions, cities and towns, with statistical tables. 

The Witness of the Wilderness. The Bedawin of the Desert. By the Rev. 
G. Robinson Lees, xii and 222 pp., 28 Illustrations, and Index. Longmans, 
Green, and Co., London and New York, 1909. Price, $1.25. The book is full of 
minute and intimate information concerning the Bedawin or Bedouin, beyond the 
Jordan, where the people are still living the ancient life of their fathers. During 
six years in Palestine, the author saw a geat deal of these nomads in their "hair 
tents" and studied all phases of their lives. He shows, by numerous references to 
the Bible, how remarkably they are still identified, in manner, and customs, with 
their forebears of Old Testament times. The unique feature of the book is that 
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the ways of life of this race are not only vividly described but are shown also in 
the relation they bear to the Scriptures. 

Una Gita all'Harrar. By Captain E. A. d'Albertis. 128 pp., 62 Illustrations, 
and Map. Fratelli Treves, Milan, 1906. A description of Jibuti, the French 
port on Tajura Bay, of the desert railroad that connects it with Harrar, only a 
few years ago inaccessible to white travellers excepting at the peril of their lives, 
and of the city now under the rule of Emperor Menelik and strongly influenced 
by some impulses of modern progress. Finely illustrated. 

Etude sur le Tchad et le Bassin du Chari. Par H. Freydenberg. viii and 
187 pp., Illustrations, Maps, and Index. Fernand Schmidt, Paris, 1908. Price, 
10 frs. A scientific study of the region of Lake Chad and a worthy contribution 
to the solution of its vexed problems. Dr. Freydenberg attributes the conflicting 
accounts of Chad, from Denham in 1822 to the present time, to the fact, which 
now seems assured, that the lake is subject to a climatic period of twenty years, 
marking its recurring transformations from a high to a very low stage of water. 

The Plane Table and its use in Surveying. By W. H. Lovell. 49 pp., Illus- 
trations, and Index. McGraw Publishing Company, New York, 1908. Discusses 
the form of the plane table, and the methods of using the instrument for surveying 
purposes. The subject is growing in interest, and Mr. Lovell's book may help to 
bring the plane table more into use by this demonstration of its advantages. 
Both our Coast and Geological Surveys have long used the plane table, but it has 
seldom been employed by railroad and land surveyors. 

Landeskunde der Republik Brasilien. Von Bel. Rodolpho von Ihering. 167 
pp., 12 Illustrations, Map, and Index. G. J. Goschen'sche Verlagshandlung, 
Leipzig, 1908. Price, 80 pf. The literature on Brazil is very large, but there is 
room for this condensed description by a native of Brazil of the geography of the 
Republic and its many activities. The map in colours is in the best German style. 

Die Polarforschung, ihre Ziele und Ergebnisse. Von Eugen Oberhummer. 51 
pp. Selbstverlag des Vereines zur Verbreitung naturwissenschaftlicher Kenntnisse, 
Vienna, 1908. This paper is of a nature to dispel the doubts of those who have 
distrusted the utility of polar exploration. Dr. Oberhummer shows that polar 
exploration has been justified by its geographical and other scientific results, to 
say nothing of the whaleries and other material resources discovered in the cold 
zones. He gives a concise summary of the leading exploratory enterprises in the 
polar regions and their results. 

The Contour Road Book of Ireland. By Harry R. G. Inglis. xvi and 271 
pp., Maps, Plans, and Index. Gall & Inglis, Edinburgh, 1908-9. Price, 2s. A 
noteworthy little book such as can be produced only in countries whose mapping 
is of high grade. It gives profile plans of 500 roads and the up and down curv- 
ings reproduce the rise and fall of each road from end to end. The text gives 
compact information about the roads. This is the last of the three handbooks 
covering the United Kingdom in this manner. 

Die Landwirtschaft in heutigen Griechenland. Von Dr. Panajotis A. Decasos. 
viii and 139 pp., and Appendix. Paul Parey, Berlin, 1904. Price, M. 4. An 
economic study of the Greece of to-day. Part 1 (55 pp.) describes the geographi- 
cal and geological bases of enterprise, with German thoroughness; also the trans- 
portation facilities, government aids to agriculture, and labour, capital, and credit 
conditions. The lack of capital is the greatest impediment to material progress. 
In part 2 (75 pp.) the distribution of tillable and pastoral lands and every phase 
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of industry to which they give rise are discussed. Forest industries are treated in 
the appendix. The book adequately fills a need that has not been fully supplied 
in earlier writings on modern Greece. 

La Cote Nord du Saint-Laurent et le Labrador Canadien. Par Eugene Rouil- 
lard. 188 pp., Map, Illustrations, and Indexes. Laflamme & Poulx, Quebec, 1908. 
Describes the region on the north shore of the St. Lawrence River and Gulf, 
formerly thought to be almost worthless. That opinion has been greatly modified 
in recent years, and the book tells, what is now known, of the large timber and 
other resources and of the many rivers whose falls and rapids supply an enormous 
amount of water power, which, doubtless, will some day be utilized. The lower 
Manicuagan, for example, has falls whose total volume and power, it is asserted, 
surpass those at Niagara. The book sums up recent information which gives 
another aspect to a once discredited region. 

Les Paysans de la Normandie Orientale. By Jules Sion. viii and 544 pp., 
Maps, Illustrations, Bibliography, and Index. A. Colin, Paris, 1909. Price, 12 
frs. One of the authoritative geographic investigations of regions in France which 
Colin is publishing. Dr. Sion tells of the origin of the inhabitants of eastern 
Normandy; how they conquered their fields from the forests and marshes; the 
systems of cultivation in each district; the land proprietors, farmers, and labour- 
ers, the density, distribution, and vitality of the population. He discusses many 
other questions, points to their solution and describes the interrelations between 
the Norman peasant and his physical environment. The maps and other illustra- 
tions are very helpful. 

Les Petites Antilles. By P. Chemin Dupontes. viii and 362 pp., Map, Bibli- 
ography, and Index. E. Guilmoto, Paris, 1909. Price, fr. 7.50. A scientific 
study of the economic conditions in the Lesser Antilles, including the islands be- 
longing to England, Denmark, and the Netherlands, as well as those of France. 
The author points a moral for the consideration of his compatriots. He proves 
that Great Britain, through much study and sacrifice, has established the prosperity 
of her own little islands, with which the French islands do not favourably com- 
pare. Now that beet sugar culture has nearly ruined the cane sugar industry of 
the Antilles, France should study how fully to utilize the varied resources of the 
soil in her own possessions. The author discusses this question in relation to all 
the islands and his book is a careful and informing study of their economic evolu- 
tion. 

Die Gefahren der Alpen. Erfahrungen und Ratschlage von Emil Zsigmondy. 
Neubearbeitet und erganzt von W. Paulcke. 4th Edition, xv and 348 pp., 
Illustrations, and Appendix. A. Edlinger's Verlag, Innsbruck, 1908. Price, 
M. 4. It was the irony of fate that the great Alpinist, Zsigmondy, who wrote this 
book on the dangers of the Alps, should have met his death while climbing in the 
Pelvoux group in 1885, the year the book was published. The present edition is 
much more than a reprint, for it has been enlarged and revised by Prof. Paulcke 
in the light of Alpine experience since the author's death. The book covers all 
phases of Alpine dangers and gives scholarly treatment to Alpine meteorological 
conditions and the effects of weathering upon different kinds of rock. 

Die Theiss. Eine Potamologische Studie. Von Dr. Paul Vujevic. 76 pp., 
Illustrations and Tables. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1906. Price, M. 4. Published 
as No. 4 in Vol. 7 of "Geographische Abhandlungen" edited by Prof. Albrecht 
Penck. It describes the basin of the Theiss, the conditions of flow-off and precipi- 
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tation, and the relations between them. A thorough discussion of the regime of 
the river. 

Trading in Early Days. By H. Ling Roth. (No. 5 of Bankfield Museum 
Notes.) 45 pp., Map, and Illustrations. F. King & Sons, Halifax, England, 1908. 
An interesting paper on trading among primitive peoples, dealing chiefly with the 
inhabitants of the tropics, to which primitive methods of trade are now largely 
confined. 

Opportunities in Canada. Edited by Ernest Heaton and J. Beverley Robinson. 
247 pp., Illustrations, and Indexes. Heaton's Agency, Toronto, 1909. An abbre- 
viated edition of "Heaton's Annual" giving a large amount of information, alpha- 
betically arranged, and in concise and handy form. There is scarcely a waste 
word in it. The booklet is distributed gratuitously by the Superintendent of 
Immigration, Ottawa, Canada. 

Cuba. Population, History and Resources, 1907. Compiled by Victor H. Olm- 
stead and Henry Gannett. 275 pp., Illustrations- United States Bureau of the 
Census, Washington, 1909. Full of information on Cuba largely compiled from 
the Census Reports of 1899 and 1907. Well illustrated. 
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